
1 
 

Author : Georges Djohy 

Title : Pastoralism and Socio-technological Transformations in Northern 

Benin: Fulani Innovations in Pastoral Migration, Livelihood 

Diversification and Professional Association 

Source : Göttingen University Press, Göttingen Series in Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, Volume 10 

Place and Year : Göttingen 2017 

 

CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments 11 

Foreword by Nikolaus Schareika 13 

1 General introduction: Pastoralism, technological change and associative struggle as 

concerns 15 

1.1 Research problem 16 

1.2 Research objectives 19 

1.3 Research questions 19 

1.4 Scope of the study 20 

1.5 Structure of the book 20 

2 Once robust and vigorous: Does African pastoralism have a future? 23 

2.1 Will African pastoralism be sustainable? 24 

2.2 Dynamics of dealing with uncertainty 28 

2.3 Conclusion 51 

3 Conceptual framework of socio-technological change study in pastoral settings 53 

3.1 Commons and political ecology of land use 53 

3.2 Access, property, territorialization, belonging and citizenship 59 

3.3 Science and Technology Studies (STS) 61 

3.4 Development brokerage and brokers 66 

3.5 Analytical framework 70 

3.6 Conclusion 71 

4 From battlefield to showcase in livestock production 73 

4.1 National context of livestock production 74 

4.2 Local context of livestock production 81 

4.3 Conclusion 91 

5 An itinerant ethnography of socio-technological changes among Fulani pastoralists in 

northern Benin 93 

5.1 Exploratory field visit 94 

5.2 Long term fieldwork 98 

5.3 Summary on data collection and analysis 110 

5.4 Constraints and limits of the research 111 

5.5 Conclusion 116 

6 Being pastoralists in a globalized world 117 

6.1 Land use and land cover change in Gogounou from 1982 to 2012 118 

6.2 The hidden political ecology of rangeland reduction in Gogounou 121 

6.3 Conclusion 171 



2 
 

7 Staying Fulani or changing identity? 173 

7.1 Peruɓe pastoralists and the return to nomadism in Gogounou 174 

7.2 Egirol mobility and seenuŋon wuro in Gogounou: Logics and strategies 183 

7.3 The dariɓe gite pastoralists in Gogounou: Logic and strategies 190 

7.4 Conclusion 228 

8 Being Fulani, becoming professional 229 

8.1 Political background of Fulani in northern Benin 230 

8.2 Being Fulani: Postcolonial politics and identity politics among Fulani pastoralists 233 

8.3 Frustration, differences and dissidence: Repositionings in identity politics 236 

8.4 Fighting trade brokers, improving livestock trade: Socio-technological process of 

showcase building 238 

8.5 Grassroots organizing: Repositioning and extroversion strategies 244 

8.6 Becoming professional: The dialectics of a controversial legitimacy 247 

8.7 Deserving of legitimacy: Defending pastoralists and reforming pastoralism 249 

8.8 Dealing with ambiguities, cultivating the interfaces 266 

8.9 Conclusion 276 

9 General conclusion 279 

9.1 Uncertainties and pastoral adaptation trajectories in Benin 280 

9.2 Technological change and political ecology of development territories 282 

9.3 Policy recommendations 293 

9.4 Conclusion 298 

10 References 299 

11 Appendix 345 

11.1 Abbreviations and Acronyms 346 

11.2 Forage species most used by pastoralists in Gogounou 353 

11.3 Glossary 355 

11.4 List of figures 359 

11.5 List of photos 360 

11.6 List of tables 361 

11.7 Abstract / Zusammenfassung / Résumé 362 

 

  



3 
 

SUMMARY 

The main objective of this research is to analyze the socio-technological transformations in 

the Fulani communities in northern Benin. Regardless of their length of stay in Benin, the 

Fulani pastoralists are often regarded as strangers, having practically no rights to land and 

natural resources. This marginalization has taken various forms since the pre-colonial period, 

during the French colonization and the postcolonial nation-state with its various governance 

regimes. Within a context of technological breakthrough and globalization, many changes 

have occurred, tending to challenge the sustainability of pastoralist livelihoods. Meanwhile, 

several grassroots organizations have also emerged to defend the rights of pastoralists in order 

to ensure them greater political inclusion and socio-economic wellbeing.  

The study was carried out in Gogounou District located in the Benin northeastern province of 

Alibori, where pastoral activity remains the second most important way of life after crop 

farming. The fieldwork was spread over a total period of ten months between July 2013 and 

October 2014. An ethnographic approach has been adopted which focused on the uses of 

various technologies and collective action. Participant observation, a key data collection tool, 

was carried out together with open-ended and semi-structured interviews and focus group 

discussions with various stakeholders.  

One main result of the study is that the overlapping state policies in relation to agriculture, 

environment and land tenure have allowed several technologies (e.g. tractors, pesticides, 

chainsaws, plant seedlings and rural land title) to be widely spread. These technologies, 

however, have contributed to reinforcing inequalities in power relations between rural actors. 

Those crop farmers, who have better access to these technologies, have adopted them – 

changing their meanings in some cases – and have used them to increase their control over 

land and natural resources. This has led to the eviction of Fulani pastoralists from lands with 

adverse consequences on the cooperative relationships between rural actors and a more 

conflictive coexistence. 

Facing this ‘crisis’, Fulani households respond with multiple and varied strategies. The study 

reveals that pastoralists – according to their socio-economic and technological capital – rely 

on geographical, social and technological strategies of mobility to deal with and sustain 

threats. Livelihood diversification has proven to be the more promising strategy among Fulani 

pastoralists. The study has identified extroversion strategies and development brokerage as 

examples for collective action that aim at the socio-economic and political inclusion of 

pastoralists. Fulani association leaders embrace a diversity of actions oriented towards 

fulfilling international donors’ agendas and aligning with government policies in order to 

achieve their own goals. Fulani civil society organizations have thereby contributed 

significantly to the transformation of pastoralism without however resolving the main issues 

of local pastoralists, which include long-standing land rights and fair access to resources. 

Keywords: Pastoralism, Fulani herders, Technologies, Livelihood diversification, Collective 

action 


